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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . This application repeats a substantial portion of prior Application No. 10/403794, 
filed 3/28/03, and adds and claims additional disclosure not presented in the prior 
application. Since this application names an inventor or inventors named in the prior 
application, it may constitute a continuation-in-part of the prior application. Should 
applicant desire to obtain the benefit of the filing date of the prior application, attention is 
directed to 35 U.S.C. 120 and 37 CFR 1.78. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information referred to in the information disclosure statements filed on April 
18, 2005 has been considered as to the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

( 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 16-24 and 26-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chen (6,473,313). Chen discloses a means for attaching computer 
components (50) in an enclosure (26) by attaching a mounting apparatus (10) to the 
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enclosure (26) and attaching a computer component (50) to the mounting apparatus 
(10) that is adapted to receive computer components (50), the means comprising: 
connecting a mounting apparatus (10) to a support member (unlabeled) (defined as the 
left hand wall of the enclosure (26)) of an enclosure (26) by attaching at least one 
fastener (1 8) of the mounting apparatus (10) to the enclosure (26) without the use of a 
tool (i.e. the fastener is slid into engagement with slots defined by tabs (36)(36)(38)); 
engaging a computer component (50) with a least one guide pin (22) of the mounting 
apparatus (10) that is adapted to receive computer components (50); and securing the 
computer component (50) to the mounting apparatus (10) by releasably engaging the 
computer component (50) with a release member (16)(14)(12) of the mounting 
apparatus (10) without the use of the tool. 

With respect to claim 17, connecting a mounting apparatus (10) to a support 
member (unlabeled) further comprises moving the mounting apparatus (10) against the 
support structure (unlabeled) to slide two front fasteners (unlabeled) (defined by the 2 
side edge portions of fastener (1 8)) and one back fastener (unlabeled) (defined by the 1 
front edge portion of fastener (18)) into holes (36)(36)(38) in the support member 
(unlabeled) of the enclosure (26). 

With respect to claim 18, a tab (34) is slid into engagement with a hole (24) in a 
release plunger (14) that is part of the release member (16)(14)(12). Chen does not 
disclose a tab on the release plunger (14) that is slid into a hole on the support member. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
instant invention to reverse the tab (34) and hole (24). since it has been held that a 
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mere reversal of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the 
art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167, 

With respect to claim 19, a computer component (50) is slid into engagement 
with the mounting apparatus us (10) so that one guide pin (22) slides into mounting hole 
(54) on the computer component. Chen does not disclose two guide pins to secure the 
component onto the mounting apparatus. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the instant invention to include two mounting tabs 
(22) as opposed to one, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential 
working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St Regis Paper Co. v. 
Bemis Co,, 193 USPQ 8. 

With respect to claim 20^ securing the computer component (50) to the mounting 
apparatus (10) involves engaging the computer component (50) with the release 
member (16) of the mounting apparatus, moving the computer component (50) against 
the release member (16)(14)(12) to press the release member (16)(14)(12) toward the 
support member (unlabeled) as the computer component (50) is slid into position. 

With respect to claim 21 , the computer component (50) is moved against the 
release member (16) to press the release member (16) toward the support structure 
(unlabeled) and is then moved past the release member (16)(14)(12) so that the release 
member can return to its extended position (see Figure 4), and thereby securing the 
computer component (50) between a frame (40) of the mounting apparatus (10) and the 
release member (16)(14)(12). 
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With respect to claim 22, the computer component (50) has an edge defined by 
(52) that is rested on a ledge (44) attached to a frame (30) of the mounting apparatus 
(10) while the computer component (50) is being inserted into the enclosure (26). 

With respect to claim 23, securing the computer component (50) to the mounting 
apparatus (10) comprises using at least one tab (34) to secure the release member (16) 
in a position that secures the computer component (50) on the mounting apparatus (10) 
and prevents substantial rotation of the computer component (50). Tab (34) interacts 
with slot (24) formed in element (14) of release member (16)(14)(12). This interaction 
prevents rotation of the release member (16)(14)(12) and thereby prevents rotation of 
the computer component (50). 

With respect to claim 24, the edge (unlabeled) of the computer component (50) 
rests in a pocket (44) in the mounting apparatus to engage mounting holes (54) with pin 
(22) to secure the component onto the mounting apparatus. Chen does not disclose 
two tabs to secure the component onto the mounting apparatus. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the instant invention to 
include two mounting tabs (22) as opposed to one, since it has been held that mere 
duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 
St Regis Paper Co, v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

With respect to claim 26, Chen discloses a computer component (50) for 
mounting on a mounting apparatus (10) for receipt in an enclosure (26) wherein the 
computer component (50) is mounted on a mounting apparatus (10) and manipulation 
of a release plunger (14) which is part of release member (12)(14)(16) disengages the 
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computer component (50) with out the use of the tool, at least one guide pin (22) of the 
mounting apparatus (10) is disengaged from the computer component (50) upon 
manipulation of the release plunger (14); and the mounting apparatus (10) is 
disconnected from a support member (unlabeled) by detaching at least one fastener 
(1 8) of the mounting apparatus (10) without the use of a tool. 

With respect to claim 27, pressing the release plunger (14) toward the support 
member (30) causes sections (12) and (16) of the release member (12)(14)(16) to bow 
away from the component and therefore disengage pin (22) from the component (50). 

With respect to claim 28, once the component (50) is moved passed the bowed 
portion (16) of the release member (12)(14)(16) the release member (12)(14)(16) 
returns to its original position. 

With respect to claim 29, the mounting apparatus (10) has one guide pin (22) that 
upon pressing the release plunger (14) is moved away from the computer component 
(50) and releases the computer component (50). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the instant invention to include two mounting 
pins (22) as opposed to one, since it has been held that mere duplication of the 
essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St Regis Paper 
Co. V. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

With respect to claim 30, disconnecting the mounting apparatus (10) from the 
support member (unlabeled) of the enclosure (26) involves detaching at least one 
fastener (18) of the mounting apparatus (10) from the enclosure (26) involves pulling a 
release plunger (14) away from the support structure to slide a tip (34) out of a hole 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/769, 1 36 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3636 

(24). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art af the time of the 
instant invention to reverse the tab (34) and hole (24), since it has been held that a 
mere reversal of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the 
art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

With respect to claim 31 , pressing at least one tab (14) toward the mounting 
apparatus (10) releases the computer component (50) and the edge of the computer 
component (unlabeled) is slid out of a resting pocking (44) on the frame (30) of the 
mounting apparatus (10). 

With respect to claim 32, the computer component (50) must be slid off of the 
guide pin (22) and out of the support structure (26) in order for the two side edges of 
fastener (18) constituting two front fasteners and the front edge of fastener (18) 
constituting one back fastener are slid out of holes (36)(36)(38) in the support member. 

As disclosed above, Chen discloses all claimed elements with the 
exception of the specific method steps of installing the computer component into the 
enclosure. Chen does reveal all claimed structural elements that make the claimed 
method of using possible. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the instant invention to assume the steps of engaging and sliding 
in order to assemble the apparatus. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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5. Claims 25 and 33 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Amendment/Arguments 

6. The amendment filed on August 8, 2005 has been considered in its entirety. 
Remaining issues are detailed in the section above. 

Applicant argues that the Chen reference does not disclose securing the 
computer component (50) to the mounting apparatus (10) by releasably engaging the 
computer component (50) to the mounting apparatus (10) with a release member 
(16)(14)(12) of the mounting apparatus without the use of a tool. The computer 
component (50) is engaged with the release member (16)(14)(12) by way of guide pin 
(22) that is mounted on engaging section (12) of release member (16)(14)(12). 
Therefore, the Examiner maintains that the release member (16)(14)(12) releasably 
engages the computer component (50). No tool is used to mount the computer 
component. Instead, the mounting apparatus is pulled outwardly with an operator's 
fingers, the computer component is slid into place and the mounting apparatus is 
released to lock the component in place. Therefore, the Examiner maintains that no 
tool is used to attach the computer component to the mounting apparatus. 

Applicant further argues that the engaging element (12) does not engage the 
data storage device, but instead engages the side panel of the enclosure. The 
Examiner agrees that element (12) is not in contact with the data storage device (50). 
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However, element (12) does engages the data storage device (50) by way of pin (22) 
which is mounted on the back side of element (12). 

Applicant further argues that the device disclosed by Chen requires the use of a 
tool to mount the computer component to the mounting apparatus. The Examiner 
recognizes that screw (52) is attached to the computer component (50) and slides along 
slot (42). The claim does not state that no tools can be used in the assembly of the 
computer component (50). It simply requires that the mounting process be completed 
without the use of a tool. The mounting process involves the steps of sliding the 
component into place and securing it within the enclosure. These steps of mounting are 
performed without the use of a tool. Furthermore, column 1 , lines 13-14 quoted by 
Applicant details how the installation and removal of screws is required in conventional 
computer data storage devices, not necessarily the device disclosed by the reference. 

The Applicant further argues that element (26) is not an enclosure. Webster's II 
New Riverside Dictionary, 1994 edition defines enclosure on page 430 as "something 
that encloses" and defines the verb to enclose as "to place inside a container." The 
Examiner maintains that element (26) functions as an enclosure to component (50) in 
that it contains component (50). The Examiner maintains that the side wall of the 
enclosure (26) constitutes a support member in that it carries grooves (42) which clearly 
supports computer component (50) as depicted in Figure 2. 

Applicant further argues that element (14) of Chen does not constitute a release 
plunger. Element (14) is pulled outwardly by the operator to cause pin (22) to 
disengages from the computer component (50) as disclosed in column 3, lines 9-1 1 . 
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The Examiner therefore maintains that element (14) is a release plunger because 
manipulation of the element causes release of engagement between the release 
member (12)(14)(16) and the computer component (50), 

Applicant further argues that Chen does not disclose the unsecuring of the 
computer component (50) without the use of a tool. Again, the Examiner maintains that 
the computer component (5) is unsecured by pulling element (14) outward and sliding 
the component out of the enclosure (26). No tool is required to complete this operation. 
Again, the claim does not require that no tools are used during the assembly of the 
entire device. Clearly, the component itself will require some assembly that may need 
tools. However, the process of removing the component from the enclosure does not 
require tools. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah B. McPartlin whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6854. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on 571-272-6856. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



SBM 

October 18, 2005 



^--raterM. Cuomo 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3800 




